A RESOLUTION

In support of prioritizing public education needs at Jelleff
Recreation Center’s athletic field

The following resolution passed by a majority vote of the Palisades Citizens’
Association general membership on November 5, 2019.

Whereas,
The Rose L. Hardy Middle School (Hardy), located at 1819 35th Street N.W, serves the Palisades
community as our in-boundary public middle school;
Whereas,
Hardy lacks its own field for afterschool athletic practices/home competitions, and its students
must travel upwards of an hour for use of other District fields with availability;
Whereas,
Jelleff Recreation Center’s athletic field is located across the street from Hardy and can meet
the needs of Hardy students, among other potential DC Public School or Charter School teams;
Whereas,
The DC Department of Public Recreation (DPR) entered into a 10-year agreement in 2009 with
the Maret School, an independent private school, that resulted in Maret’s exclusive rights to
the Jelleff’s athletic field during the immediate afterschool hours;
Whereas,
The District’s fiscal condition was considerably less accommodating in 2009, at which point, a
public-private partnership involving a DPR field with limited demand was sensible;
Whereas
The population of the District has increased by over 100,000 residents since 2008, with the
majority of those new residents being ages 20-34 – the demographic associated with the
highest expected future demand on the public-school system;
Whereas,
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Enrollment in the Wilson High School feeder pattern, to which Hardy belongs, is projected to
increase by 26% from 2017 to 2027 according to the DC Deputy Mayor for Education;
Whereas,
Hardy enrollment increased by 15% since the 2009-10 school year when the initial DPR-Maret
agreement was signed (418 >> 474 students), and 37% growth is projected by the 2027-28
school year according to the DC Deputy Mayor for Education (418 >> 566 students);
Whereas,
DPR agreed in August 2019 to a 9-year, $950,000 extension of its exclusive Jelleff afterschool
arrangement with Maret School despite:
 The demographic, fiscal and local public education trends since the 2009 agreement,
 The lack of a contract extension commitment within the original 2009 agreement;
 The objection of the local Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Whereas,
The District has committed $339M towards DPR capital investments over the next six years,
including projects throughout the city and four $1M+ projects currently underway in the
Palisades – rendering outdated the notion of DPR needing private funding for a 9-year private
commitment worth $950,000.
Whereas,
The District pays $800 each day that Hardy students require busing to cross-town fields –
thereby negating some or possibly all District revenue collected under the DPR-Maret contract;
Whereas,
The Palisades Citizens Association recognizes that public school families lack their own Board of
Directors, and they rely solely on their elected representatives – the Council and Mayor of the
District of Columbia – to prioritize and advocate for public education needs;
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Whereas,
The Palisades Citizens Association is disappointed that Deputy Mayor for Education’s proposed
Master Facilities Plan officially recognizes DCPS overcrowding trends in Ward 2 and 3 but does
not formulate an actual plan for providing the academic and athletic facilities that are needed;
Whereas,
The Palisades Citizens Association does not support allocating DPR field time to the higher
bidder as a matter of policy principle;

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Palisades Citizens Association urges the
Council and Mayor of the District of Columbia to:
1. Take no action that encumbers Jelleff Recreation Center’s athletic fields – or
any other local public asset such as the Old Hardy School – until such time as
a plan has been formulated to meet the academic and athletic facility needs of
Ward 2 and 3 public school students;
2. Determine if the contract extension agreed to by DPR is legally binding;
3. Implement reforms that will more clearly prioritize public education uses for
public lands and demand greater transparency, rigorous analysis, a more
holistic cost-benefit analysis across all city agencies,
and open competition when exceptions are considered.

