Government of the District of Columbia
Department of Transportation

July 14, 2017 – UPDATED November 1, 2017
Stephen Gardner
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3D
P.O. Box 40846 Palisades Station
Washington, DC 20016
3D06@anc.dc.gov
Re:

Kent Corner Neighborhood Traffic Safety Study

Dear Chairperson Gardner:
The following letter is being sent in order to update you on the progress of the District Department
of Transportation’s (DDOT’s) assessment of the traffic calming requests in the Kent Corner
neighborhood. The area contained within this assessment is generally bounded by Loughboro Road
NW, MacArthur Boulevard NW, and Arizona Avenue NW, as shown on Figure 1.
Background
This assessment was initiated by a traffic calming petition submitted to DDOT in January 2016. The
petition for traffic calming was submitted on behalf of some residents of the 4900 & 5000 blocks of
Palisade Lane NW, 5100 to 5300 blocks of Watson Street NW, 3300 block of Maud Street NW, and
5200 block of Partridge Lane NW. The residents cited morning and afternoon peak “cut through”
traffic, congestion and backup at intersections, increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic using the
neighborhood streets to access Sibley Hospital, and parking conditions that reduce the roadway to
single lane traffic as the primary issues. Residents identified turn restrictions and additional stop
signs, rather than speed humps, as measures they would like to see implemented.
Study Timeline
In response to the traffic calming petition submitted to DDOT, the initial speed and volume
assessments were completed in May 2016, delayed due to impacts from snow events and school
holidays on traffic patterns. Following the completion of the initial data collection, DDOT was asked
to expand the study area to include the concerns from residents on Manning Place NW. The
additional data collection was completed in early summer.
In August 2016, DDOT held a meeting with neighborhood representatives to go over the findings of
the traffic calming assessment. At this time, the community did not agree with the volume counts or
the speed data as collected by DDOT. Thus, DDOT agreed to do a site visit and to conduct another
traffic calming analysis, which would involve the participation of the neighborhood representatives.
In October 2016, DDOT met onsite with the community. Various issues were discussed, including
parking and traffic calming concerns within the neighborhood and on the arterials near Sibley
Hospital. During the site visit, locations were identified for the additional data collection effort. At
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this time, DDOT also proposed conducting a larger, more comprehensive study of the neighborhood
to address the resident concerns.
The larger neighborhood study was initiated in March 2017. It was delayed due to DDOT’s
involvement in Inauguration activities and the holiday period, which limited data collection
opportunities. The purpose of the study was to take a comprehensive look at the traffic operations,
circulation, and traffic calming elements.
On May 17, 2017, DDOT held a community meeting, which was coordinated with the ANC
Commissioners of 3D03 and 3D04, the Palisades Citizens’ Association (PCA), and staff at
Councilmember Mary Cheh’s office. At this meeting, DDOT presented the results of the data
collection, provided an overview of potential traffic calming strategies, and outlined recommended
improvements for the Kent Corner study area. A copy of the presentation provided by DDOT is
attached to this letter.
Following the community meeting, DDOT received several comments from neighborhood residents,
ANC 3D, the PCA, and Councilmember Mary Cheh. The improvements proposed at the community
meeting were updated to reflect the comments received and to provide a phased implementation
plan, which was previously sent to the ANC in July 2017. A summary of the comments is attached to
this letter.
Since July 2017, DDOT has been working with the community to update the recommendations
based on their feedback. The meetings focused on the area north of Macomb Street NW, including
block representatives from Watson Street, Manning Place, Palisade Lane, Maud Street, and
Partridge Lane, NW. Meetings were held on July 24, 2017; September 11, 2017; and October 19,
2017. The meeting held on October 19 also included a block representative from Macomb Street,
NW; Commissioner Michael Sriqui, representing SMD 3D04; and Avi Green, President of the
Palisades Civic Association. At this meeting, DDOT agreed to present a phased approach to the
traffic calming solutions, to allow for an iterative solution that responds to potential changes in
traffic patterns due to each of the proposed improvements, which are outlined below.
Summary of Study Results
The traffic calming petitions outlined several concerns within the study area, including:








Heavy traffic volumes and significant queuing on major arterials (Chain Bridge Road,
Loughboro Road, MacArthur Boulevard, and Dalecarlia Parkway NW);
Commuter diversions through the neighborhood (“cut through” on Cathedral Avenue,
Manning Place, Watson Street, Partridge Lane, Maud Street, and Palisade Lane NW);
Gaps in sidewalks on neighborhood streets;
Lack of stop‐controlled intersections through the neighborhood;
No signage restricting parking on neighborhood streets;
Aggressive driving, including drivers running stop signs, failure to yield to pedestrians in
crosswalks, and speeding; and
A lack of bicycle connections.

DDOT performed data collection in order to assemble the existing conditions, assess the
neighborhood concerns, and develop countermeasures. This data collection included 48‐hour speed
and volume counts on neighborhood streets and peak hour turning movement counts at arterial
intersections, as well as an inventory of bicycle facilities, bicycle level‐of‐traffic stress, and sidewalk
availability.
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The results of the 48‐hour speed and volume counts showed that the majority of drivers travel
within the accepted thresholds on a 25 mph roadway. Typically, for traffic calming assessments,
DDOT requires that the calculated 85th percentile speed be 25% higher than the posted speed limit
(31 mph for a 25 mph roadway). The highest 85th percentile speeds recorded was 28 mph along
Watson Street NW and 26 mph on Maud Street NW, and the other roadways had a calculated 85th
percentile speed of 25 mph or less.
Overall, the traffic volumes on the neighborhood streets do not exceed the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) guidance for local roadways. However, slightly elevated volumes were
recorded on Manning Place NW (1,150 vehicles per day) and on Palisade Lane NW (1,300 vehicles
per day). This potentially indicates a commuter diversion pattern through the neighborhood, which
was confirmed during site visits as DDOT observed a pattern of drivers travelling southbound on
Dalecarlia Parkway NW diverting through the neighborhood along Palisade Lane and Manning
Place NW, likely to avoid delays and queuing along Loughboro Road and MacArthur Boulevard NW.
The study also found that no bicycle facilities exist within the neighborhood study area and the
level‐of‐traffic stress for bicyclists is high (rated 3 or 4, on a scale of 1 to 4) along the arterial
roadways (MacArthur Boulevard, Loughboro Road, Dalecarlia Parkway, and Arizona Avenue NW).
Traveling through the neighborhood, the level‐of‐traffic street for bicyclists is low (rated 1).
The majority of roadways within the study area do not have sidewalks available on one or both
sides. No sidewalks currently exist on Watson Street, Maud Street, Partridge Lane, Manning Place,
Palisade Lane, Klingle Street, and a portion of Macomb Street NW.
Proposed Recommendations
The proposed recommendations to address the community concerns fall under two strategies:
1. Improve travel times on primary arterials to encourage use by commuters; and
2. Discourage commuter diversion through the neighborhood.
To improve travel times on the arterial roadways, DDOT proposes several signal timing and lane
configuration improvements along Loughboro Road, as shown on Figure 2 and Figure 3. At the
intersection of MacArthur Boulevard and Loughboro Road/Norton Street NW, the signal timing will
be modified to provide a split‐phase for the east‐ and westbound approaches (the approaches of
Loughboro Road NW and Norton Street NW will be given separate green lights). This will improve
the operation of the westbound left‐turn from Loughboro Road NW.
At the intersection of Loughboro Road and Dalecarlia Parkway NW, parking will be removed to
create an eastbound left‐turn lane that extends back to the Sibley Memorial Hospital Renaissance
Building entrance. Additionally, an eastbound left‐turn phase and a southbound right‐turn phase
will be added (the eastbound left‐turn from Loughboro Road NW and the southbound right‐turn
from Dalecarlia Parkway NW will have green turn arrows) at this location. This will improve the
operation of those movements and encourage drivers to use Loughboro Road NW instead of
diverting through the neighborhood
At the intersection of Loughboro Road NW and Sibley Memorial Hospital, the signal timing will be
adjusted to optimize operation. Finally, at the Sibley Memorial Hospital Renaissance Building
entrance on Loughboro Road NW, approximately 200 feet of on‐street parking will be removed to
create a 100‐foot eastbound left‐turn lane.
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Together, these signal improvements will improve the connection between MacArthur Boulevard
and Dalecarlia Parkway NW via Loughboro Road NW. At the meeting on October 19, 2017, DDOT
notified the community that the design for the signal improvements has been completed.
Construction of the signal timing improvements will begin later this fall and, pending delays due to
severe weather during the winter should be completed in April or May 2018.
The signal improvements will reduce travel time on the arterial roadways and encourage use by
commuters. However, for the few months in the interim, DDOT has proposed measures to
discourage commuter diversions and improve safety throughout the neighborhood. These
improvements have been updated based on the feedback from the community, including from the
latest meeting on October 19, 2017.
The following Baseline Improvements are recommended for initial implementation and will be
retained through further phased improvements and after installation of the signal improvements.
The Baseline Improvements are also summarized on Figure 4.











Designate the area bounded by MacArthur Boulevard, Loughboro Road, and Arizona Avenue
NW as a Neighborhood Slow Zone. This includes installing gateway treatments, such as new
signage and curb extensions, at all intersections that provide access to the neighborhood, as
shown on Figure 5;
Convert the intersection of Watson Street and Palisade Lane NW to all‐way stop control;
Convert the intersection of Manning Street and Palisade Lane NW to all‐way stop control;
Install a stop sign on Partridge Lane NW at the intersection with Palisade Lane NW and
restrict parking within 25 feet of the intersection to improve sight distance for drivers
exiting Partridge Lane NW;
Install a stop sign on Manning Place NW at the intersection with Maud Street NW;
Install pavement markings to reinforce the existing “NO PARKING” area on Palisade Lane at
Loughboro Road NW;
Install “NO THRU TRAFFIC” signs on Manning Place NW at the intersection with MacArthur
Boulevard NW and on Palisade Lane NW at the intersection with Loughboro Road NW;
Install curb extensions and a stop sign on Weaver Terrace NW at the intersection with
Cathedral Avenue NW, as shown on Figure 6; and
Install speed humps on the east side Watson Street NW, Maud Street NW, and Cathedral
Avenue NW.

In conjunction with the Baseline Improvements, the following improvements are included in Phase
1 of the traffic calming solutions, as summarized on Figure 77.




Install “DO NOT ENTER” signs and restrictions during the morning peak period (7:00 AM –
9:30 AM) for Watson Street and Manning Place NW at MacArthur Boulevard NW;
Install “NO RIGHT TURN” signs and restrictions during the afternoon peak period (4:00 PM
– 6:30 PM) for Palisade Lane and Maud Street NW at Loughboro Road NW; and
Install signage to convert the intersection of Palisade Lane and Loughboro Road NW to
allow for right‐in/right‐out only movements (restrict all left‐turn movements).

These improvements will be installed following the expiration of the Notice of Intent and will be
evaluated six (6) weeks after installation. The Phase 1 Improvements will be evaluated based on
48‐hour speed and volume counts, as well as feedback from the residents. The speed and volume
counts will be compared to counts that will be collected in November 2017.
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If the Phase 1 Improvements are found to effectively reduce the existing commuter diversion along
Manning Place and Palisade Lane NW (a total weekday volume reduction of at least 40%), these
improvements will remain in place for six (6) months or for six (6) weeks after the activation of the
Signal Improvements on Loughboro Road NW, whichever comes first.
If the Phase 1 Improvements do not effectively reduce the existing commuter diversion, Phase 2
Improvements will be installed. Phase 2 Improvements include the following, as shown on Figure 8.



Retain the Phase 1 Improvements; and
Install a median diverter along Loughboro Road NW at Palisade Lane NW to physically
prohibit all left‐turn movements at the intersection using flexible delineator posts.

The Phase 2 Improvements will also be evaluated six (6) weeks after installation. The Phase 2
Improvements will be evaluated based on 48‐hour speed and volume counts, as well as feedback
from the residents. The speed and volume counts will be compared to counts that will be collected
in November 2017. If the Phase 2 Improvements are found to effectively reduce the existing
commuter diversion along Manning Place and Palisade Lane NW (a total weekday volume reduction
of at least 40%), these improvements will remain in place for six (6) months or for six (6) weeks
after the activation of the Signal Improvements on Loughboro Road NW, whichever comes first.
If the Phase 2 Improvements do not effectively reduce the existing commuter diversion, Phase 3
Improvements will be installed. Phase 3 Improvements include the following, as shown on Figure
99.




Remove the “NO RIGHT TURN” restriction during the afternoon peak period for Palisade
Lane NW at Loughboro Road NW;
Remove the left‐turn restrictions and restore full access at the intersection of Palisade Lane
and Loughboro Road NW; and
Remove the “DO NOT ENTER” restrictions during the morning peak period and install full‐
closure diverters on Manning Place and Watson Street NW, prohibiting all access to and
from MacArthur Boulevard NW.

The Phase 3 Improvements will also be evaluated six (6) weeks after installation. The Phase 3
Improvements will be evaluated based on 48‐hour speed and volume counts, as well as feedback
from the residents. The speed and volume counts will be compared to counts that will be collected
in November 2017. If the Phase 3 Improvements are found to shift the existing commuter diversion
to Macomb Street or Maud Street NW (a total weekday volume of at least double the existing
volume), Supplemental Improvements will be considered to mitigate these impacts. If the Phase 3
Improvements are effective at reducing the existing commuter diversion without significantly
impacting the adjacent roadways, they will remain in place for six (6) months or for six (6) weeks
after the activation of the Signal Improvements on Loughboro Road NW, whichever comes first.
Supplemental Improvements include the following, as shown in Figure 1010. These improvements
may be considered for implementation if the Phase 3 Improvements are found to shift the existing
commuter diversion to Macomb Street or Maud Street NW or if additional mitigation measures are
necessary following the Phase 1, Phase 2, or signal improvement evaluations.


Install “DO NOT ENTER” restrictions during the morning peak period (7:00 AM – 9:30 AM)
for Macomb Street NW at MacArthur Boulevard NW;
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Install “NO RIGHT TURN” restrictions during the afternoon peak period (4:00 PM – 6:30
PM) for Macomb Street NW at Loughboro Road NW;
Expand the above outlined “DO NOT ENTER” restrictions for Manning Place, Watson Street,
and Macomb Street NW to include the afternoon peak period (4:00 PM – 6:30 PM); and/or
Expand the above outlined “NO RIGHT TURN” restrictions for Palisade Lane, Maud Street,
and Macomb Street NW to include the morning peak period (7:00 AM – 9:30 AM).

As noted previously, six (6) weeks following completion of the signal improvements on Loughboro
Road NW, DDOT will remove any treatments installed in Phase 1, Phase 2 or Phase 3 improvement
plans.
Within the study area, the following improvements are also proposed to respond to additional
safety and operational comments from residents:





Installation of pavement markings at the intersection of MacArthur Boulevard and Little
Falls Road NW, as shown on Figure 111;
Installation of new signage at the intersection of MacArthur Boulevard and Arizona Avenue
NW to clarify the advance warning for the left‐turn restriction at Arizona Avenue and Canal
Road NW; and
Installation of speed humps on other roadways contained within the Neighborhood Slow
Zone, pending consensus from the residents of each block.

DDOT intends to move forward with the improvements as outlined. This letter serves as a
precursor to the Notice of Intent (NOI) for the above outlined improvements. The NOI will be
forwarded to you within the next few days, at which time comments will be formally solicited on
the intent to modify the operations and on‐street parking at this location.
If you have any questions concerning this letter, please feel free to contact Emily Dalphy at
(202)741‐5363 or at emily.dalphy@dc.gov and Julie Wilson at (202)741‐5367 or at
julianna.wilson@dc.gov.
Sincerely,

Leon Anderson, P.E., PTOE
Traffic Safety Manager
Transportation Operations and Safety Division
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Figure 1: Kent Corner Study Area
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Figure 2: Intersection of Loughboro Road and Dalecarlia Parkway NW
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Figure 3: Loughboro Road NW at Sibley Memorial Hospital Renaissance Building
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Figure 4: Traffic Calming – Baseline Improvements
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Figure 5: Neighborhood Slow Zone Treatment Locations
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Figure 6: Curb Extensions – Cathedral Avenue and Weaver Terrace NW
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Figure 7: Traffic Calming – Phase 1 Improvements
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Figure 8: Traffic Calming – Phase 2 Improvements
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Figure 9: Traffic Calming – Phase 3 Improvements
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Figure 10: Traffic Calming – Supplemental Improvements
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Figure 11: Striping Improvements – MacArthur Boulevard and Little Falls Road NW
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Response to Comments on Kent Corner Neighborhood Traffic Safety Study:
Comment
Comment received about congestion
concerns, cut‐through traffic concerns,
and/or "terrible traffic conditions"

Response
DDOT is aware of the concerns and has proposed traffic calming improvements that will
discourage traffic from traveling on local Kent Corner roads while also encouraging drivers to
travel on major streets due to improved signal timing and reduced congestion at signalized
intersections.

Comment received suggesting do not enter
signage and/or “local access” only signage

DDOT is striving to improve traffic conditions in Kent Corner related to diverting traffic. Do‐not‐
enter signage does not guarantee traffic volumes to decrease as they require significant
enforcement presence from the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to be effective.
Concerning commuter traffic, drivers may ignore the signage when they are being directed to
divert through the neighborhood by routing software and applications, such as Google Maps
and Waze. Additionally, Do‐not‐enter signage would restrict access for all users, including
residents of the neighborhood. In other areas of the District, residents have complained about
receiving tickets for entering their neighborhood during the morning/afternoon peak periods.

Comment received regarding WAZE or other
traffic apps

Comment received about suggestions to
improve neighborhood

A "local access" restriction could be considered to allow residents to access the neighborhood.
However, the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations states that drivers may only use a
street or portion of street designated for “local access” if their destination or origin is on or
within two blocks of such a street. In the Kent Corner neighborhood, there are several streets
that require travel more than two blocks in order to connect to the major roadways (MacArthur
Blvd, Loughboro Rd, and Arizona Ave NW). Additionally, such a regulation is difficult to enforce
as it would require MPD to confirm the origin or destination of all vehicles entering or exiting
the neighborhood.
Traffic applications such as Waze are a rising concern in certain neighborhoods and cities across
the country due to their navigating through local streets. DDOT is proposing countermeasures
to address safety concerns in the neighborhood, discourage drivers from diverting through the
neighborhood, and encourage drivers to travel on major streets. While we cannot control what
information these applications provide to their users, we will work with the developers to notify
them of the proposed turn restrictions and diverter so that they can adjust their routing
software appropriately.
Thank you for the suggestions. We have incorporated several of the suggested improvements in
our plan.
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Comment received about high speeds

DDOT is aware of the concerns regarding high speeds in the Kent Corner neighborhood and
have proposed traffic calming improvements to reduce speeds, including speed humps.

Comment received suggesting it is only a
matter of time before a fatal incident occurs

Safety is at the utmost importance to DDOT. We have proposed several traffic calming
improvements to address the safety concerns of the Kent Corner neighborhood, including speed
humps, new stop signs, and curb extensions.
DDOT is aware of safety concerns in the Kent Corner neighborhood and has made safety a top
priority when determining traffic modifications and improvements.

Comment received about having witnessed
or almost been in an accident and/or about
putting residents, children, and pets in
danger
Comment received about being a long term
resident and/or saying "I drive/walk/travel
this route often"
Comment received about disagreement with
DDOT, about DDOT's lack of
communication/action, neighborhood
frustration, and/or DDOT's maturity
Comment received requesting to share
information
Comment received about having never had a
problem in neighborhood before

Comment received suggesting traffic signal
improvements
Comment received urging DDOT to take
action

Thank you for your input as a resident of Kent Corner. Your input as a familiar user is invaluable
through this process.
DDOT is actively working to improve the neighborhood of Kent Corner and is striving to address
the safety concerns of the Kent Corner neighborhood. We will continue to work with the
residents to improve the safety of the neighborhood.
DDOT has shared information with the public throughout the traffic study. If there are any
requests that have not been satisfied, we will work to provide that information to the residents
as well.
DDOT understands that increases in traffic volumes throughout the District, as well as the
proliferation of on‐demand traffic routing applications such as Waze, have led to increases in
commuter diversions through residential neighborhoods. We are constantly working to improve
congestion on arterial roadways and mitigate concerns about speeding and safety on local
streets.
Thank you for your suggestion. DDOT has proposed several signal timing adjustments to major
intersections, such as Dalecarlia Pkwy/Loughboro Rd NW and MacArthur Blvd/Loughboro Rd
NW, in order to address safety and congestion concerns.
The Executive Summary serves as a precursor to the Notice of Intent (NOI), which is required by
law before DDOT makes any changes to traffic control or parking. We are working through the
NOI process, and the proposed changes will be implemented once the public comment period
closes. Additionally, some improvements such as speed humps could be implemented in the
short term as an NOI is not required.
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Comment received concerning Cathedral
Avenue and Weaver Terrace NW

DDOT has proposed curb extensions and installation of a stop sign at the intersection of
Cathedral Ave & Weaver Terr NW to address the safety and operational concerns.

Comment received suggesting reduced
speed limit or slow zone

DDOT has proposed designating the neighborhood bounded by MacArthur Blvd, Loughboro Rd,
and Arizona Ave NW as a Neighborhood Slow Zone, with a speed limit of 20mph.
Implementation of the Slow Zone will include gateway treatments (curb extensions and new
signage) at each entrance into the neighborhood. A figure depicting the locations and an
example are included in the Executive Summary.
The Kent Corner neighborhood does lack sidewalk availability on several streets. DDOT is
working towards improvements that maximize safety for pedestrians and residents of the
neighborhood through this study. Additionally, a Livability Study is currently scheduled to begin
in FY2018 that will include the Kent Corner neighborhood. The larger Livability Study will focus
on identifying these types of infrastructure improvements.
On‐street parking can reduce lane widths and factor into safety and operations. DDOT has
proposed several measures to improve the safety and traffic conditions of Kent like curb
extensions that can improve pedestrian safety, improve visibility, and eliminate parking on or at
the edge of a curb.

Comment received about lack of sidewalks

Comment received about on‐street parking
concern

Comment received noting Sibley Memorial
Hospital's expansion has caused traffic
issues

Comment received trusting DDOT and/or
about looking forward to improvements

DDOT recognizes that the Hospital may have an impact on traffic and on‐street parking in the
neighborhood. We have proposed traffic calming improvements that will discourage traffic from
traveling on local Kent Corner roads while also encouraging drivers to travel on major streets
due to improved signal timing and reduced congestion at signalized intersections. Additionally,
as noted previously, the upcoming Livability Study will focus on some of the larger area‐wide
issues and may suggest improvements to mitigate the neighborhood’s concerns about spillover
traffic and parking from the Hospital.
Thank you for supporting DDOT and the work we do. We hope the future improvements to Kent
Corner will satisfy the neighborhood.

Comment received about Arizona Avenue
concern

While no improvements are proposed along Arizona Ave NW through this Study, the other
signal timing improvements may help overall traffic flow through the study area. If there are
concerns that have not been addressed, DDOT will work to address them in the future.

Comment received suggesting speed hump

DDOT has proposed traffic calming improvements such as speed humps in an effort to address
the safety concerns of the Kent Corner neighborhood. While speed humps are currently only
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Comment received about Sibley Hospital
Renaissance entrance/Loughboro Rd NW

proposed on Watson St and Cathedral Ave NW, additional speed humps could be considered by
DDOT if petitioned by the residents or required to further reduce commuter traffic or travel
speeds in the neighborhood.
DDOT has proposed traffic improvements that include a left‐turn lane on Loughboro Rd NW at
the Sibley Memorial Hospital Renaissance Building entrance.

Comment received about Loughboro
Rd/MacArthur Blvd NW

DDOT has proposed signal timing and phasing improvements to address the congestion
concerns on Loughboro Rd and MacArthur Blvd NW.

Comment received about location outside of
study area
Comment received expressing concerns and
suggestions about traffic light at
Dalecarlia/Loughboro

Thank you for your comment. While we are not able to address all concerns through this study,
we will work to address any outstanding issues in the future.
DDOT has proposed traffic improvements that include a left‐turn lane and new turn arrows at
the intersection of Loughboro Rd and Dalecarlia Pkwy NW to address the congestion concerns.

Comment received about diverters

Comment received about DDOT welcoming
feedback

DDOT has proposed a full‐closure diverter for the 5100 block of Manning Pl NW. Partial and full
diverters still allow residents to enter through their neighborhood with minimal inconvenience
while discouraging commuter use of Kent Corner's local roads. We believe that a physical, self‐
enforcing barrier is necessary in order to yield a significant reduction in commuter diversion
through the neighborhood. Otherwise, DDOT is relying on the Metropolitan Police Department
to provide a consistent presence during the morning and afternoon peak hours to enforce turn
or entry restrictions at Manning Place NW and Palisade Lane NW, which are the highest‐volume
roadways in the study area and serve as the primary path for commuter diversions through the
neighborhood. We may install the full‐closure diverter using temporary materials to allow for its
removal in the future. As driver patterns adjust and the proposed enhancements improve travel
time on the primary arterials, the Manning Place NW diverter could be removed to restore
neighborhood circulation. Additional diverters or diverter options could be considered by DDOT
if required to further reduce commuter traffic or travel speeds in the neighborhood. We
acknowledge that some residents may oppose the diverters but hope that through more
information and focus on discouraging diverting traffic, diverters can be seen as a viable option.
Thank you for your feedback on the Kent Corner neighborhood. DDOT appreciates receiving
input from District residents.

Comment received about having Sibley
Memorial Hospital's support in suggestion

Comment noted. DDOT will work with Sibley Memorial Hospital, as required, to implement the
proposed improvements.
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Comment received about visibility

Thank you for your concern. Low visibility is a safety concern and DDOT prioritizes safety when
determining improvements. DDOT has proposed several improvements such as speed humps
and curb extensions to improve visibility.

Comment received referring to news story

Thank you for referring the news story to us. DDOT is aware of the stories covering the Kent
Corner neighborhood and have proposed several improvements to respond to resident
concerns.
Traffic enforcement plays a large part into ensuring safety, and DDOT communicates and works
with MPD to determine traffic improvements and enforcement needs. Moving forward, we will
ensure MPD is aware of future traffic improvements and areas where enforcement may be
required to change driver behavior.
Thank you for your concern. DDOT is actively working to improve traffic conditions in Kent
Corner to address the safety concerns of the Kent Corner neighborhood.

Comment received about involving
enforcement in traffic improvements

Comment received about disrupting
suburban neighborhood experience
Comment received opposing bike facilities

Adding traffic calming improvements such as bike facilities to narrow local roads may reduce
speeds and ensure inclusion and safety for bicyclists in the neighborhood. While no bike
facilities are proposed as a part of this study, the upcoming Livability Study will focus on some of
the larger area‐wide issues and may suggest improvements to address bicycle safety and
connectivity through the area.

Comment received supporting curb
extensions

Thank you for your support. DDOT has proposed several traffic calming improvements such as
curb extensions in an effort to address the safety concerns of the Kent Corner neighborhood.

Comment received about not enough Sibley
Hospital parking

Thank you for your comment. DDOT does not have the ability to require the Hospital to
construct more on‐site parking. However, we will note this comment for future action
concerning development or expansion of the Hospital facilities.
DDOT is striving to improve traffic conditions in Kent Corner not only with traffic calming
modifications, but also with signal timing and lane modifications at the nearby major
intersections. Queuing and congestion improvements are proposed at intersections including
Dalecarlia Pkwy at Loughboro Rd NW, Loughboro Rd at MacArthur Blvd NW, and Loughboro Rd
NW at the Sibley Memorial Hospital Renaissance Center entrance.

Comment received suggesting that DDOT
seems to only show improvements regarding
cut‐through traffic
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