
PCA General Meeting
Tuesday, December 7
7:30 PM
Palisades Rec Center
Neighborhood updates
Committee reports
Holiday treats and

entertainment
Agenda items and order are subject

to change.
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Luminary Night:  Bright Lights, Warm Hearts
Lanterns made from candles, sand and paper bags might not sound like much, but

on Luminary Night, the cumulative effect of hundreds of Palisades homes and businesses
lighting thousands of these simple lanterns on their front walkways and along MacArthur
Boulevard will be lovely and heartwarming.  This year, Luminary Night is Sunday,
December 19 from 6 PM-midnight (rain date, December 20).

Now in its fifth year, Luminary Night continues to be both a celebration and
fundraiser for our community. The evening offers the opportunity to bundle up and take
a walk to see the lights with family and friends; throw an open house; enjoy a bonfire with
hot chocolate; go caroling; or host a special dinner. The event is a very effiective
fundraiser for the Palisades Community Fund thanks to the consistent generosity of
Acadia Contractors, Safeway, Sole Design, The Wild Bird Center and Whole Foods, who
donate all the supplies. Thanks to the residents and businesses who purchase luminary
sets, more than $10,000 has been raised over four years for the PCF to support various
neighborhood projects at Key School, Palisades Park, the Library and more. In addition
to creating a lovely sight, each light that glows on Luminary Night represents a
commitment and donation to our wonderful neighborhood.

Remember, if you will be out of town on Luminary Night you can still participate
by asking a neighbor to light and extinguish your lanterns. If you live on MacArthur
Boulevard consider putting your lanterns on the median strip where they will be more
visible. The more lights the merrier so be sure to talk to neighbors about participating!

Luminary sets will be sold at the Key School Tree Sale (see below) and from the
front porch of 5757 Sherier Place Saturday and Sunday, December 11 & 12 and
December 18 & 19, from 10 AM-5 PM; and Monday thru Friday, December 13-17 from
4:30 -7:30 PM.  The cost is $10 for a set of 12 luminary lanterns.

Haunted Forest Walk Debuts
at Family Night

The PCA's Family Night at the Fire
Station, co-hosted by our local firefighters,
was once again a blazing success.  Neighbors
enjoyed food, fellowship and camaraderie
with each other and the firefighters at an
event that has become a fall tradition here
in the Palisades.

In addition to eating succulent roast
beef, pulled pork, barbecued chicken and
hot dogs prepared by the firefighters, guests
also enjoyed delicious side dishes and
desserts made by their neighbors.  No one

Prepare for the Holidays in the Palisades
Key School Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale

&
Palisades Community Fund Luminary Sales (Saturday only)

Saturday, December 11, Noon-5 PM Sunday, December 12, 10 AM-4 PM
Wachovia Bank Parking Lot

To help sell trees (kids get community service points), call Pete Larkin, 244-9152.
To help sell Luminary sets, call Anni McKillop, 966-6995.

Lion's Club Christmas Trees              
December 4-19 MacArthur Boulevard Safeway Parking Lot

Supports vision care mission, 966-4418.

Continued on page 4
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Saturday, November 6-Sunday, December 5:  Adventure
Theatre presents Molly s Pilgrim , Sat & Sun, 1:30
AM & 3:30 PM, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Boulevard, $7, 301-320-5331, www.adventuretheatre.org.

Friday, November 26-Friday, December 31:  The Puppet
Company Playhouse presents The Nutcracker , Wed,
Thu & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM,
Special Performance Times on November 26 & December
26-31 (11:30 AM & 1 PM), Glen Echo Park, see above, $7,
301-320-6668, www.thepuppetco.org.

Wednesday, December 1:  ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley
Hospital s Ernst Auditorium.

Thursday, December 2:  Making an Informed Decision
about Assisted Living, 10:30-11:30 AM, Heidi Brown, ED
of Grand Oaks, answers your questions, Sibley Hospital's
Renaissance Building, Room 1, free, 364-7602.

Sunday, December 5:  Holiday Recital with Soprano
Candace Clark, 12:30 PM, Palisades Community Church,
5200 Cathedral Avenue, Memorial Hall, free, 966-7929.

Sunday, December 5:  Veronica House 10-Year
Celebration & Open House, 1-4 PM, 4891 MacArthur
Boulevard, sponsored by Friendship Place and the
Community Council for the Homeless.

Monday, December 6:  "Look Good . . . Feel Better", for
women receiving cancer treatment, 11 AM-1 PM, Sibley
Hospital's Hayes Hall Conference Room 2, free, 243-2320.

Monday, December 6:  Prosperity Meditation "Create
Abundance in Life s Pursuit", 7:30 PM, Institute for
Spiritual Development, 3419 Sherier Place, www.isd-dc.org.

Tuesday, December 7:  PCA general membership meeting,
7:30 PM, Palisades Rec Center.

Wednesday, December 8:  PCA board meeting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Community Church, parlor, see above, open to all.

Friday, December 10:  Bethesda Art Walk, 6-9 PM, walk or
take a free shuttle among Bethesda s many art galleries,
includes light refreshments, free, www.bethesda.org.

Saturday, December 11:  Child Car Seat Inspection, 10
AM-3 PM, 3800 Chesapeake Street NW, free.

Saturday & Sunday, December 11&12:  Key School
Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale, Saturday Noon-5 PM,
Sunday 10 AM-4 PM, Wachovia Bank parking lot, corner of
Arizona Avenue and MacArthur Boulevard.  Luminary
sets will also be on sale on Saturday for the benefit of
the Palisades Community Fund.

Saturday, December 11:  Community Christmas Dinner,

6:30 PM, bring a salad, vegetable or dessert, Palisades
Community Church, see above, free, open to all, 966-7929.

Sunday, December 12:  Jules Feiffer sketches an original
story based on suggestions from elementary school children,
10 AM, Washington DC Jewish Community Center, 16th
and Q Streets NW, $5, 518-9400, www.dcjcc.org.

Monday, December 13-Sunday, December 19:  Luminary Set
Sales, Mon-Fri, 4:30-7:30 PM, Sat & Sun, 10 AM-5 PM,
5757 Sherier Place, $10 for sets of 12.

Monday, December 13:  The Eric Felten Jazz Orchestra
performs The Duke Ellington Nutcracker Suite, 8 PM
& 10 PM, Blues Alley, 1073 Wisconsin Avenue NW,
reservations required, 337-4141, www.bluesalley.com.

Tuesday, December 14:  Friends of the Palisades meeting,
7:15-8:45 PM, Palisades Library, open to all, 282-3139.

Saturday, December 18:  Parent s Day Out, 2-6 PM, leave
your children while you do some kid-free shopping or just
relax, $10 for crafts and snacks, please also bring a non-
perishable food donation for SOME, Palisades Community
Church, see above, registration required, 966-7929.

Saturday, December 18-Thursday, December 30:  Adventure
Theatre presents A Christmas Carol , December 12,
19, & 26, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM, weekday performances at
11:30 AM, Glen Echo Park, see above, $7, 301-320-5331,
www.adventuretheatre.org.

Sunday, December 19:  Advent Choral Meditations, 11
AM, Children s Christmas Pageant & Tea, 12:30 PM,
please bring a treat to share at tea, Palisades Community
Church, see above.

Sunday, December 19 (rain date Monday, December 20):
Luminary Night, proceeds to the Palisades Community
Fund, 6 PM-Midnight, light your luminary sets and then take
a walk, host an open house, have dinner with your neighbors,
and celebrate the Palisades (see p. 1), 966-6995.

Tuesday, December 21:  The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30
PM, Palisades Library.

Tuesday, December 21:  The Palisades Book Club, 7:30
PM, Palisades Library.

Tuesday, December 21:  Winter Solstice Celebration, 7:30
PM, Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.

Friday, December 24:  Family Christmas Worship Service,
5:30 PM, Candlelight Service of Readings and Carols,
11 PM, Palisades Community Church, see above.

Friday, December 24:  Christmas Candlelight Service, 8
PM, Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.

Friday, December 31:  Koerner/Sternberg New Year's Eve
Swing Dance, 8 PM-12:30 AM, Glen Echo Park, Spanish
Ballroom, see above, 301-320-7757,  www.gottaswing.com.

Saturday, January 1:  Inertiad, 8 AM, bring your bike,
skateboard or other transportation to the CCT bridge
crossing the Dalecarlia Aqueduct (see p. 6).
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PRESIDENT'S DESK
With the passing of John

Finney and Frances McFall,
the Palisades has lost two
remarkable citizens.  Their life-
work in our community will,
however, be a powerful
testimonial to the good they
both did for so many of us, for
so many years.

You don t forget the best
teacher you ever had.  In fact,
as you get older, the memory
and experience becomes even

more cherished.  And there now waits in the hearts of the
children Frances taught for decades, a love and respect that only
a teacher  the world s most important profession  can instill
in a person.  We will miss Frances, but she will live on in the lives
of her students, family and those she touched in the Palisades.
(Please note that the McFall family has requested memorials be
sent in Frances name to Key School PTA, 5001 Dana Place
NW, WDC  20016, 282-3800.  The gifts are fully-tax deductible
and will be acknowledged with a year-end letter for tax
purposes.)

After a career of often making life miserable for public
servants and elected officials, John Finney went on to define
public service.  John had no airs; he accepted people as they
were; and he brought a New England town-meeting atmosphere
to our debates, great and small.  At a period of time in life when
many would be scaling back, John was going door to door for
votes  and get them he did.  John actually knew

 

what the
District government was and was not doing.  And he loved the
Palisades, he loved working for it (including many contributions
to this newsletter) and we all thank him and will remember his
infectious manner and wisdom for years to come.

Several ideas are being explored jointly by the ANC3D
and the PCA to permanently recognize John, including tree
plantings and memorializing the new Arizona Avenue sidewalk.
We'll keep you posted on these developments, or if you'd like
to offer some input of your own, don't hesitate to contact me or
the PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand.

On a lighter note, the PCA is proud to welcome its first-
ever newsletter sponsor, SomaFit.  We are grateful for their
support, which helps offset the cost of publishing and mailing
this issue of The Palisades News, and we welcome inquiries
from other interested parties.

DC has unveiled a program to take emergency response to
the neighborhoods.  Neighborhood Corps provides a structure for
trained volunteers to mobilize and respond to emergencies at the
neighborhood level.  Volunteering for the Palisades Neighborhood
Corps is a great way to help your neighbors and the community at
large.  The Palisades Neighborhood Corps is the Palisades direct
connection to emergency preparedness in the District.

Neighborhood Corps has two primary responsibilities: 1) to
educate families and neighbors about emergency preparedness
and 2) to be prepared to respond to emergencies in a community
if professional first responders cannot reach the scene. DC Citizen
Corps provides training and technical assistance for all of the
District s Neighborhood Corps, including recruiting volunteers,
determining the size of the Corps, and managing them.

The District is reportedly conducting neighborhood disaster
table top exercises, writing out scenarios for what should happen

in the event of a civil disaster such as a hazmat spill, infectious

disease epidemic, major utility disruption, or act of terrorism.
These scenarios will be the ones that are implemented if there is
a disaster.  The DC Government is asking each neighborhood
association for approximately ten persons who know the
neighborhood and are willing to participate in training and scenario
development.

DC Citizen Corps has begun to train volunteers through
individual Neighborhood Corps in their communities in Wards 7
and 8; the Palisades will be reached in January or February 2005.
The experience of Wards 7 and 8 has demonstrated that by and
large, the people who run the exercises and write the scenarios
are generally out of town contractors who do not know the
Palisades or other District neighborhoods.  By participating in this
exercise, we can provide a workable disaster plan for the
Palisades.  Any and all persons interested in joining the Palisades
Neighborhood Corps should contact me.

Palisades to Organize for Emergency Response
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went home hungry that night.
Bob Perilla s Big Hillbilly Bluegrass band provided lively

music and high school students from The Lab School organized
and ran the haunted forest walk in the wetlands area adjacent to
the fire station.  We are grateful to the high school students for
their creativity, energy and time commitment.  Many of them also
helped at the dinner by face painting, hostessing and helping with
crafts.  We hope the haunted forest walk will become as much of
a tradition as the dinner itself!

Firefighters Brett Sutor and Mike Skahill deserve special
recognition for shopping and cooking food for so many people.

Family Night, continued from page 1


